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If	you're	still	desperately	reading	this	article,	then	your	landline	problems	probably	aren't	caused	by	weather.	A	simple	way	to	determine	the	source	of	the	noise	is	to	remove	each	potential	suspect	one	by	one	until	the	noise	goes	away.	For	instance,	disconnect	all	the	other	phones	to	see	if	that	helps.	If	it	doesn't,	see	if	moving	the	phone	line	away	from
other	electronics	gets	rid	of	the	static	noise.	Another	easy	way	to	find	the	source	of	your	woes	is	to	listen.	The	type	of	sound	could	indicate	your	problem.	For	instance,	static	sounds	tend	to	be	caused	by	cordless	sets,	answering	machines,	poor	weather	and	faulty	wiring.	Buzzing	or	high-pitched	squeals,	on	the	other	hand,	often	result	from	the	high-
frequency	signals	coming	from	a	DSL	modem.	Sometimes	the	phone	itself	and	its	related	equipment	are	the	issue.	Here	are	some	steps	you	can	take	if	you	suspect	your	phone.	Find	out	if	all	of	your	house	phones	suffer	from	line	noise.	Sometimes	inexpensive	or	older	phones	can	malfunction	and	create	problems.Make	sure	the	phone	cord	plugged	into
the	jack	is	straight,	in	good	condition	and	no	more	than	12	feet	(3.7	meters)	long.	The	farther	the	data	has	to	travel,	the	more	likely	it	is	to	encounter	problems	along	the	way.Try	plugging	the	phone	in	a	different	phone	jack;	sometimes	electrical	surges	damage	jacks.Check	that	the	cord	is	at	least	2	feet	(0.6	meters)	away	from	other	power	cords,
speaker	wires,	and	other	electronics,	and	remove	all	other	devices	from	the	phone	line.	Other	times,	your	Internet	service	may	be	to	blame.	If	you	have	a	DSL	device,	make	sure	you	have	a	good	quality	DSL	line	filter	on	every	phone	and	fax	machine,	as	well	as	any	other	device	in	your	home	that	shares	the	connection.	Sometimes	the	DSL	line	filters
provided	by	your	Internet	service	provider	aren't	effective.	You	can	buy	better	DSL	phone	filters	for	wall	phones	and	other	appliances	at	an	electronics	store	for	as	little	as	$5;	ask	the	salesperson	for	a	recommendation.You	can	also	try	purchasing	a	line	noise	filter	or	phone	noise	filter.	These	small	contraptions	plug	into	your	phone	and	can	help	to
alleviate	some	noises.	Lastly,	if	you	think	the	source	of	the	noise	is	a	radio	transmitter,	a	filter	might	help	you	reduce	the	interference.	[source:	ARRL]	.	If	none	of	the	suggestions	in	this	article	succeed	in	clearing	your	phone	line	noise,	you	can	always	call	your	telephone	company	and	ask	to	have	the	line	tested	for	noise.	Many	will	do	it	free	of	charge,
and	they	may	be	able	to	help	you	get	to	the	bottom	of	your	conversation	killer.	Be	sure	to	tell	the	phone	company	if	you	use	the	phone	line	for	just	voice,	or	data	and	voice.	As	far	as	other	annoying	noises	--	like	those	family	members	of	yours	--	you're	on	your	own.	For	more	information	about	phone	line	noise	and	how	to	clear	it,	try	some	of	the	links	on
the	next	page.	Noise	Reduction	Technology	for	Cell	Phones	Plenty	of	people	are	interested	in	reducing	noise	interference	on	cell	phones,	too.	Newer	models	come	with	echo	cancellation	and	other	noise-reduction	technologies	built	in.	Makers	of	wireless	headsets,	such	as	Plantronics,	aggressively	market	their	device's	ability	to	remove	the	background
noise	from	your	very	important	conversation	with	digital	signal	processing	technology.	Originally	Published:	Jun	2,	2008	Previous	Next	Sort	by	votes	please	help	me..	my	phone	asus	zenfone	cannot	detect	my	home	wifi.	i	have	done	everything.	reboot	it,	upgrade	the	apps	and	lastly	factory	hard	reset.	after	i	done	that,	my	phone	can	detect	the	wifi	for	a
while	only.	when	i	open	the	setting,	it	only	appears	"searching	for	wifi	network".	i	dont	know	what	to	do	anymore.	Try...	1.	Check	your	time	and	date	on	the	phone	to	make	sure	it	is	correct.	2.	a.	Clear	out	the	WiFi	data	on	the	phone.	b.	Reboot	the	modem/router.	c.	Once	the	modem/router	is	fully	'up'	again,	reboot	the	phone	and	re-input	the	WiFi	data.
NOTE:	Even	if	the	WiFi	works	for	all	other	things	connected	to	it,	it	is	possible	that	your	one	device	is	more	sensitive	to	changes	in	the	connectivity.	It	happens	all	the	time.	Sometimes	the	only	way	to	resolve	that	is	to	reboot	the	router/modem.	Should	none	of	the	above	work,	then	it	may	be	a	physical	problem	with	the	phone.	In	that	case,	if	the	phone
is	under	warranty	still	I	would	contact	the	manufacturer.	If	it	isn't,	then	you	can	take	it	to	someone	to	fix,	or	look	into	a	new	phone.	Try...	1.	Check	your	time	and	date	on	the	phone	to	make	sure	it	is	correct.	2.	a.	Clear	out	the	WiFi	data	on	the	phone.	b.	Reboot	the	modem/router.	c.	Once	the	modem/router	is	fully	'up'	again,	reboot	the	phone	and	re-
input	the	WiFi	data.	NOTE:	Even	if	the	WiFi	works	for	all	other	things	connected	to	it,	it	is	possible	that	your	one	device	is	more	sensitive	to	changes	in	the	connectivity.	It	happens	all	the	time.	Sometimes	the	only	way	to	resolve	that	is	to	reboot	the	router/modem.	Should	none	of	the	above	work,	then	it	may	be	a	physical	problem	with	the	phone.	In
that	case,	if	the	phone	is	under	warranty	still	I	would	contact	the	manufacturer.	If	it	isn't,	then	you	can	take	it	to	someone	to	fix,	or	look	into	a	new	phone.	You	must	log	in	or	register	to	reply	here.	D	Question	How	do	I	set	up	my	Galaxy	S22	Phone	for	notification	settings	Android	Smartphones	0	Yesterday	at	2:44	PM	Question	I	try	to	make	a	hard	reset
on	my	phone	Android	Smartphones	0	Sep	12,	2022	T	Question	Phone	doesn't	show	SD	card's	files	in	Gallery	and	File	Manager	Android	Smartphones	0	Aug	28,	2022	K	Question	Which	Samsung	Phone	Should	I	purchase?	Android	Smartphones	1	Aug	25,	2022	G	Question	Need	recomendations	for	a	great	phone	for	videos	Android	Smartphones	0	Aug
23,	2022	C	Solved!	My	phone's	presumably	dead	but	it	is	detected	by	computers.	Can	I	recover	data	from	it?	Android	Smartphones	4	Nov	2,	2020	J	Solved!	please	help	me	to	detect	the	location	of	my	stole	phone	the	samsung	A30	Android	Smartphones	2	Aug	11,	2019	J	J7	sim	card	in	phone	but	not	detecting	Android	Smartphones	2	Jul	25,	2018	R
Tethering	Android	phone	won't	detect	on	PC	and	won't	even	charge	Android	Smartphones	3	Jul	22,	2018	S	Solved!	I'm	using	Samsung	evo+	memory	card,	my	phone	automatically	stop	detecting	the	memory	card	even	if	it	inserted	?	Android	Smartphones	5	Jun	6,	2018	R	My	phone	got	switched	off	due	to	low	battery,later	when	I	switched	it	on,it
stopped	detecting	sim	cards	on	a	slot	and	in	the	Android	Smartphones	1	Mar	10,	2018	E	phone	can't	detect	a	new	sim	card	Android	Smartphones	1	Jul	1,	2017	N	My	phone	can't	detect	my	office	wifi	network	Android	Smartphones	2	May	31,	2017	K	Micro	SD	card	not	detected	by	phone	Android	Smartphones	1	Mar	1,	2017	P	Sim	card	is	not	being
detected	by	the	phone	Android	Smartphones	18	Jan	30,	2017	P	my	asus	phone	cant	detect	a	wifi	network	Android	Smartphones	1	Jan	27,	2017	T	My	computer	is	not	detecting	my	photos	on	my	phone	that	are	saved	to	the	SD	card..	How	do	I	fix	this?	I	used	to	just	plug	my	p	Android	Smartphones	3	Jul	29,	2016	J	Fix	Sim	Card	not	detected	reboot	error
on	Android	phones	Android	Smartphones	3	May	5,	2016	Your	Next	Phone	May	Use	Ultrasound	to	Detect	Your	Cheek	Android	Smartphones	1	Jan	19,	2016	T	Transcend	micro	sd	card	not	detected	in	android	phones	Android	Smartphones	2	Feb	5,	2013	Updated	June	29,	2020	to	reflect	the	latest	Android	tools.	Few	things	in	life	are	as	annoying	as
finding	that	your	Android	handset	refuses	to	install	any	more	app	updates	because	it’s	run	out	of	storage.	Unlike	many	of	life’s	little	annoyances,	though,	this	one’s	easy	to	fix.	You	can’t	do	anything	about	your	system	files,	but	you	can	quickly	clear	out	precious	gigs	by	sweeping	up	stale	downloads,	rooting	out	offline	maps	and	documents,	clearing
caches,	and	wiping	unneeded	music	and	video	files.	And	if	these	tips	don’t	do	the	trick,	check	out	our	picks	for	the	best	Android	phones	for	every	need	and	budget.		Michael	Simon/IDG	Clearing	out	cache	won’t	save	a	ton	of	space	at	once	but	it	will	add	up.	If	you	dig	into	the	Apps	storage	setting	screen	and	tap	on	an	individual	app,	you’ll	notice	that
each	app	has	its	own	stash	of	“cached”	data—anywhere	from	a	few	kilobytes	to	hundreds	of	megs,	or	even	more.	These	caches	of	data	are	essentially	just	junk	files,	and	they	can	be	safely	deleted	to	free	up	storage	space.	Select	the	app	you	want,	then	the	Storage	tab	and,	finally	the	Clear	Cache	button	to	take	out	the	trash.	Tame	your	Chrome	browser
Michael	Simon/IDG	Chrome	can	use	up	a	bit	of	your	phone’s	space.	One	of	the	biggest	background	abusers	of	your	phone’s	space	is	a	web	browser.	Each	time	you	visit	a	site,	it	stores	a	little	bit	for	faster	loading,	and	they	can	add	up	over	time.	To	bring	things	back	down	to	size,	open	Chrome	on	your	Android	phone,	tap	the	menu	in	the	top	right
corner,	and	open	Settings.	Then	go	to	Site	Settings	and	scroll	down	to	Storage.	At	the	bottom	of	the	screen,	you’ll	see	a	Clear	site	storage	option.	Tap	it	and	you	might	free	up	a	couple	of	hundred	megabytes.	Clean	up	your	Downloads	Michael	Simon/IDG	Your	phone	saves	everything	you’ve	ever	downloaded	so	you	might	need	to	clear	it	every	once	in	a
while.	Just	like	on	a	PC	or	a	Mac,	your	Android	device	has	a	Downloads	folder.	You’ll	find	inside	the	Files	app	on	most	phones—though	it’s	called	My	Files	on	Galaxy	phones—and	It’s	a	favorite	hideout	for	miscellaneous	junk	files	downloaded	from	the	web	or	some	other	app.	When	you	find	it,	the	three-line	menu	icon	in	the	top	corner	of	the	screen	and
sort	the	list	of	downloads	by	size,	then	take	a	look	at	what’s	hogging	the	most	storage	space.	Then	simply	tap	and	hold	to	select	the	ones	you	don’t	want	and	trash	them.	Dump	photos	that	are	already	backed	up	One	of	the	best	features	of	Google’s	Photos	app	is	its	ability	to	back	up	your	entire	photo	library	to	your	online	Google	account.	Once	your
snapshots	are	safely	backed	up,	Photos	can	zap	any	locally	stored	images	to	free	up	more	space.	Open	the	Photos	app,	tap	the	three-line	menu	button	in	the	top	left	corner	of	the	screen,	then	tap	Free	up	space.	The	Photos	app	will	let	you	know	how	many	pictures	it	can	delete	from	local	storage	and	how	much	space	you’ll	save.	Tap	OK	to	pull	the
trigger.	Note:	If	you’re	using	the	“High	quality”	setting	for	unlimited	but	lower-resolution	cloud	storage	of	your	backed	up	photos,	keep	in	mind	that	the	“Free	up	device	storage”	feature	will	delete	your	full-resolution	originals.	Make	sure	you’ve	stored	them	elsewhere	before	you	tap	the	OK	button.	Manage	downloaded	music,	movies,	and	podcasts
The	biggest	space	suckers	on	your	Android	phone	are	media	files.	Those	albums	that	you	downloaded	for	a	camping	trip	or	a	movie	for	a	long	plane	ride	that	you	simply	forgot	about	can	eat	up	lots	of	data.	Thankfully	they’re	easy	to	find	and	remove.	First,	head	over	to	the	Storage	tab	in	Settings	and	check	the	Audio	and	Video	folders	to	see	if	there
are	any	files	that	can	be	deleted.	Michael	Simon	Audio	and	video	files	can	be	huge	space	suckers.	You’ll	also	want	to	check	your	individual	streaming	apps	for	any	downloaded	files.	That	includes	Spotify,	Netflix,	YouTube	Music	or	any	other	app	you	use	since	files	may	be	contained	within	the	app	itself.		Erase	offline	areas	in	Google	Maps	Downloading
a	map	in	the	latest	version	of	the	Google	Maps	app	is	a	great	way	to	navigate	when	your	device	is	offline,	especially	now	that	both	searching	and	driving	directions	are	supported.	But	those	searchable	offline	“areas”	come	at	a	cost:	storage	space,	and	potentially	lots	of	it.	Indeed,	a	single	offline	map	can	consume	more	than	a	gigabyte	of	storage
depending	on	the	size	of	the	area.	You	can	check	how	much	space	your	offline	maps	have	staked	out	by	tapping	the	three-line	menu	button	in	the	top	left	corner	of	the	main	Google	Maps	interface,	then	tapping	Offline.	The	storage	used	by	each	offline	map	is	displayed	below	its	name.	Tap	the	map	and	tap	Delete	to	reclaim	its	storage	space.	Unload
your	least-used	apps	I	love	the	fact	that	I	can	download	and	install	Android	apps	to	my	devices	remotely	from	a	desktop	web	browser.	The	downside?	My	Android	handsets	tend	to	be	overstuffed	with	too	many	apps,	many	of	them	used	only	once	(or	even	never).	Ben	Patterson	/	IDG	You	can	find	out	which	apps	you	use	the	least	with	help	from	the	Play
Store	app.	The	solution,	of	course,	is	to	delete	some	of	those	apps—ideally,	the	ones	you	use	the	least.	There	are	also	several	apps	that	can	track	your	app	usage	and	tell	you	which	apps	you’re	using	the	least,	among	them:	App	Usage,	App	Tracker,	and	QualityTime.	But	the	best	judge	of	the	apps	you	don’t	want	is	you.	You	can	either	browse	your	app
drawer	to	find	any	apps	you	don’t	need	anymore,	or	check	out	your	library	in	the	Play	Store.	To	find	a	list	of	everything	on	your	phone,	open	the	Play	Store	app,	tap	the	three-line	menu	button	in	the	top	right	corner	of	the	screen,	tap	My	apps	&	games,	then	tap	the	Installed	tab.	From	there,	tap	the	Manage	your	apps	tab.	On	the	next	page,	you’ll	see	a
list	of	your	apps	sorted	by	how	often	you	use	them	and	you	can	easily	delete	the	ones	you	don’t	need	anymore.	If	you’re	lucky	enough	to	have	a	phone	that’s	been	updated	to	Oreo,	Google	has	built	in	some	great	tools	for	tracking	and	managing	your	storage	limits.	Head	over	to	the	Setting	app	and	tap	the	Storage	tab.	Inside	you’ll	find	a	handy
rundown	of	everything	that’s	taking	up	space	on	your	phone,	just	like	on	Nougat.	But	in	Oreo,	you	have	more	control	over	your	files.	Tap	on	any	of	the	sections	and	you’ll	see	a	list	of	related	apps	and	how	much	space	they’re	using.	Tap	again,	and	you’ll	be	able	to	clear	anything	inside	by	selecting	the	“Free	Storage	button.	Just	keep	in	mind	that	this
will	clear	any	files	being	help	inside	the	app.	Michael	Simon/IDG	The	storage	manager	in	Android	Oreo	will	help	you	see	exactly	what’s	eating	your	phone’s	free	space.	You’ll	also	find	a	new	“Free	up	space”	button	at	the	top	of	Oreo’s	storage	manager.	Tap	it	and	you’ll	see	a	list	of	your	downloads	and	infrequently	used	apps,	as	well	as	an	option	to
clear	any	photos	and	videos	that	have	already	been	backed	up	to	the	cloud.	It’s	essentially	a	shortcut,	but	it’s	a	handy	one.	Turn	on	smart	storage	Oreo	includes	a	new	toggle	called	Smart	Storage	that	can	work	wonders	without	needing	to	do	a	thing.	Flip	it	on,	and	your	phone	will	automatically	clear	out	the	biggest	space-stealing	culprit:	photos	and
videos.	Michael	Simon/IDG	Android	Oreo’s	Smart	Storage	can	free	up	space	without	your	needing	to	lift	a	finger.	Since	we	all	forget	to	clear	out	our	photo	libraries	regularly,	you	can	choose	to	automatically	remove	backed-up	photos	and	videos	after	30,	60,	or	90	days,	making	sure	you	phone	isn’t	stuffed	with	duplicate	photos.	Get	an	SD	card	Nearly
every	Android	phone	you	can	buy	in	2018	has	a	slot	for	expandable	storage,	so	you’ll	be	able	to	double,	triple,	and	quadruple	the	space	on	your	phone	for	just	a	few	bucks.	You’ll	want	to	get	a	micro	SD	card	from	Samsung	or	SanDisk	in	at	least	32GB	capacity.	Prices	per	gigabyte	decrease	substantially	as	the	capacity	increases,	so	you	should	buy	the
biggest	card	that	you	can	afford.	As	a	very	general	rule,	around	$0.40	per	gigabyte	is	a	good	price.	Michael	Simon/IDG	The	best	way	to	free	up	space	on	your	Android	phone	is	to	add	more	of	it.	Once	you	select	the	size	you	want,	installing	it	is	a	snap.	There’s	no	formatting	to	worry	about,	just	pop	open	your	SIM	card	slot	and	slide	in	the	SD	card.
Then,	you’ll	be	able	to	shift	files	and	apps	onto	the	card	as	needed	to	free	up	precious	internal	space.	Most	phones	support	SDcards,	thought	Google’s	Pixel	phones	and	certain	Galaxy	phones	do	not.	Take	advantage	of	Google	Drive	Google	gives	15	gigs	of	free	cloud	storage	with	every	account,	so	you	might	as	well	use	it.	Anything	inside	your
Downloads	or	Files	app	can	be	jettisoned	to	your	Google	Drive	by	tapping	the	menu	button	in	the	top	right	corner	and	choosing	“Send	to…”	This	will	open	the	share	sheet,	where	you	can	select	Save	to	Drive	to	choose	which	folder	to	add	it	to.	Then	you	can	delete	it	from	your	phone	without	losing	it	forever.		Michael	Simon/IDG	Your	phone	comes	with
15GB	of	free	space	that	you	might	not	be	utilizing.	And	if	15	gigs	aren’t	enough,	you	can	upgrade	to	Google	One	and	increase	your	storage	by	an	order	of	magnitude	for	just	a	few	bucks	a	month.	For	just		$1.99	per	month,	you’ll	get	an	extra	100GB	of	space,	and	a	buck	more	($2.99/month)	will	double	it	to	200GB.
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